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WORDS FROM HOME

Honored and Humbled

It is both an honor and a humbling responsibility to begin serving as the new
President and CEO of the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home and Family Ministries.
I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to join this ministry and to continue the
important work that has impacted so many children and families across our state.
For more than 126 years, this ministry has faithfully served vulnerable children and
families across Louisiana, building a legacy of compassion, faith, and hope. | am
honored to follow the outstanding leadership of Dr. Hancock, whose faithful service
has strengthened and expanded this mission, and | look forward to building on the
strong foundation he and so many others have laid.

At the heart of everything we do is our mission: Providing LOVE, CARE, and HOPE
in Christ to children and families in need. This mission is not simply a statement—it
is a calling that guides every program, every relationship, and every act of service
carried out through this ministry.

My family and | are grateful for the opportunity to be part of this important work.
My wife, Stephanie, and | have been blessed with a wonderful family who continually
remind us of the importance of faith, love, and strong homes. Our children are Aaron
and his wife Emily, Gary and his wife Peyton, Kyle, and Ellie. We are also the proud
grandparents of three beautiful granddaughters—Amelia, Remi, and Caroline. Family
is a gift from God, and that personal understanding of the value of family deepens our
passion for the ministry of caring for children and strengthening families.

David Jeffreys, PhD

President & CEO

I am especially thankful for the incredible staff who faithfully serve each day with
compassion, professionalism, and Christ-centered dedication. Their commitment to
the children and families entrusted to our care is inspiring. | am equally grateful for
the many volunteers and supporters who give their time, resources, and prayers to
make this ministry possible. Your partnership allows us to extend the love of Christ in
meaningful and life-changing ways.

| also want to express appreciation for the continued partnership through the
Cooperative Program through the Louisiana Baptist Convention. The support and
vision of Louisiana Baptists help sustain and strengthen this ministry as we work
together to care for vulnerable children and strengthen families throughout our
state.

As we look to the future, | am excited about the opportunities God has before us.
Together—with our staff, volunteers, supporters, and churches—we will continue to
expand the reach of this ministry so that more children and families can experience
hope, healing, and the transforming love of Christ.

Thank you for your prayers and your faithful support. | look forward to serving
alongside you as we continue this important mission.
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Axl..... April 1 Y7 [ TSRO
TrstaN s nnmamninanss April 2 (O Y =T
CartelmummnnnnnnnnmmueweAprl3 Cariettd s

EVBIESS coosmnmnaniissmsmvisv PR Camitlliacwannnmmnnnsmnsas
1T F: oy ORI . RN - | ; | | BRSO s
Jennifer....covvcevcvniinnns .April 6 ChelSea ...uiiuiiieeieiiceiiinrrenrneneeeens
Kayson ....ccccueeeivneeeiieesioneeeieneee  April 7 Keleya ...ooeeeeeeecieeceee e
MYANZel....ccovveeiiieiiiiieeeieiiaienenn April 8 Lilliahssmmmmmssasnismis
Makiflee /et sl vridendt April 9 ASHBE v ansmmasmviain:
Allensae. .. /... i e April 10

Faith. v April 11

LilY eeeeiedineeiiee et eesieeeeenen Al 12

Raiden ....cooeevvevinvvnvrinreeeeeeeeennn April 13

Michael......« s ....April 14

WIETAE:L el — 1Yo | ¢ | I )

Tiffany vasanimasisimansAprl| 16

SANA.ciiiiieiierresiresieesie e AP 17

SeleNa..cceceeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeneeen April 18 BIRTRDAYS S,

Florene sicunaansmnianasamaaasaApnl 19 VIAEY srxussanassrmenssssasss

ElVSTa e i s A0 20 Selena......ccoeueucnnenes
Edrick.«.cwmmmmnnaminanmasansApE] 21 Faith s

.............. March 21
.............. March 29

................. April 28

e OUR MISSION e
The mission of the Louisiana Baptist
Children’s Home and Family Ministries is to

April 22 provide love, care, and hope in Christ for
children and families in need.
April 23
® OUR VALUES »
v April 24 We value the Bible as the foundation
and guide for our ministry
April 25 (2 Timothy 3:16).
We value the worth of the Children and
April 26 Families to whom we minister
(Genesis 1:27).
April 27 We value Servant Leadership as
our model for ministry
April 28 (Mark 9:35).
We value Excellence as our standard
April 29 for ministry performance
(Colossians 3:17).
April 30 We value Personal Integrity as our

ministry standard for living
(Romans 12:1-2).

e TRUSTEES e
Jason Lupo, Chairman
Bob Bozeman, Vice-Chairman
Jodie Naylor Secretary

Richard Bullock Rikki Permenter

Brian Craddock Johnny Smith
David Denton Diane Uzzle
Mandi Guillory Joe Weaver
Jason Hoychick Lynn Wilson

Jennifer Lane

Kirk Jones, LBC President
Steve Horn, LBC Executive Director
David Jeffreys, LBCH President & CEQ

Matt Coker, LBCH Vice President of Development & PR
Julie Adcock, LBCH Director of Communications
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CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT:
Meet Our New President, Dr. David Jeffreys
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Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries is pleased to welcome Dr. David Jeffreys as its
new President and CEO. With more than three decades of ministry and executive leadership experience, Dr.
Jeffreys brings a deep passion for serving others and a strong commitment to strengthening families and
churches across Louisiana.

Dr. Jeffreys has devoted much of his life to Christian leadership, focusing on equipping churches,
developing leaders, and ministering to families in need. His heart for ministry and his vision for caring for
children and families uniquely prepare him to lead Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries
into the future.

Prior to joining the Children’s Home, Dr. Jeffreys served in key leadership roles at Louisiana Christian
University, including Acting President, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, and Vice
President of Denominational & Church Relations. In these positions, he worked closely with Louisiana
Baptist churches and leaders, strengthening partnerships and advancing the mission of Christian higher
education.

Before his time in higher education, Dr. Jeffreys faithfully served for twenty years as Associate Pastor of
Highland Baptist Church in New Iberia, Louisiana, where he ministered to families and helped lead the church
in outreach and discipleship. He has also served in earlier ministry roles in both Louisiana and Mississippi.

Ordained to the gospel ministry in 1995, Dr. Jeffreys has been actively involved in denominational
leadership throughout his career. His service includes roles as First Vice President of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention, Chairman of the Louisiana Christian University Board of Trustees, and various associational
leadership positions. Through these roles, he has built strong relationships across the state and demonstrated
a lifelong commitment to serving Louisiana churches.

Dr. Jeffreys is deeply committed to answering God’s call to provide love, care, and hope in Christ to
children and families facing crisis and hardship. He believes every child deserves a safe home, compassionate

support, and the opportunity to experience the transforming power of the Gospel.

That calling is also reflected in his own family. Dr. Jeffreys and his wife, Stephanie, were married in 1992
and have four children and three grandchildren. Their family includes both biological and adopted children,
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 Afather to the fatherless, a defender of widows,

is God in His holy dwelling.”
—Psalm 68:5

LT . "

David and Stephanie Jeffreys

reflecting their personal commitment to caring for children in
need.

As he begins this new role, Dr. Jeffreys looks forward to
working alongside staff, supporters, and Louisiana Baptist
churches to continue the Children’s Home’s long legacy of
ministry. Together, they will seek to expand opportunities to
serve vulnerable children and families and to share the hope
found in Jesus Christ.

We look forward to the days ahead with gratitude and
anticipation for the leadership Dr. Jeffreys will bring as he
continues the mission of providing love, care, and hope in Christ
to children and families in need. Please be in prayer for Dr.
Jeffreys and his family as they begin this new chapter.

i11Yd 311 IRYS
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HOMEBUILDERS
Resurrection Means New Life

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has passed away, behold, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

The weather is warming each day as we move closer to spring. Here
on campus, the rose bushes are sprouting fresh leaves, and the pecan
trees are releasing their pollen, covering everything in sight. Spring is a
beautiful reminder of new life, trees, plants, and animals waking from
their winter rest. At the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home and Family
Ministries, everything we do is focused on giving new life
in Christ to children and families who have faced the
harsh realities of this fallen world.

Picture for a moment a child or a mother
coming to us, feeling like their life is falling
apart. They may have no family to serve as a
i safety net, no friends to turn to, and nowhere

‘ else to go. Then they hear about the Children’s

‘I I:Home. As they arrive on campus, they are

first thought might be, “Maybe | can find hope here...

p maybe | can start over.” We have seen this happen time and

t, again, women and children stepping out of the cold realities of the world
& into the life-giving joy found in the resurrection of Christ. This is where
winter turns to spring, and new life blooms from the inside out.

You are part of this transformation through your prayers and gifts.
Because of your support, we can meet physical needs, which opens the

eeted with a kind voice and a warm smile. Their B e

Matt Coker
Vice President of

PR & Development

door to address the spiritual needs of children and families longing for
hope. Because of you, our residents don’t have to worry about their next
meal or if they have a safe place to rest. While they are here, they can also
receive an education through our Women’s Learning Center, giving them
the tools to build a career and a future for themselves and their children.

As we celebrate the hope of Easter, let us remember that just as
Christ was raised from the dead, bringing new life and joy to the world,
He continues to bring new life to the children and families here
at Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home and Family Ministries.
Every smile, every step forward, every life transformed is a
living testament to His resurrection power. Your prayers,
gifts, and visits help sow seeds of hope that blossom
into bright futures. Together, we are witnessing winter
give way to spring, darkness giving way to light, and
lives renewed from the inside out. Come see the
beauty of God’s work in action and be inspired by the
promise of new beginnings!

As the weather warms and roses begin to bloom, this

is the perfect time to bring your church group—or your family—

to visit our historic, beautiful campus. We have been serving Monroe for

over 100 years, and we would love to show you firsthand all that God is

doing through your Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home! Reach out to me at

mcoker@lbch.org or call the office at 318.343.2244, and | will be happy to
schedule your campus tour.

Local Sorority Donates
Needed Items

A heartfelt thank you to the Monroe Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, led by President Dr. Latina Johnson,
for the generous donation of items from our needs list.

We are also deeply grateful to sorority member Temika Cooks
for graciously delivering the items. Your continued support and
commitment to service truly make a difference in our community!

Schedule A
Children’s Home
Tour!

We're always excited to invite friends to
tour our campus! Tours are available for
groups or individuals by appointment.
We would love to show you around and
let you see first-hand what God is doing
at your Children’s Home!

Wills

::\:hankYOU for Helping Children in Need X

gstate
planning

FREE ESTATE
PLANNER

Call 318.343.2244 or
email mcoker@lbch.org

PROVIDING LOVE. CARE, AKD HOM
FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES §1¥ :1 it

A—""" 5 gbal§

To schedule a tour contact
Matt at mcoker@lbch.org
or 318.343.2244

PAGE 4 ¢« HOMENEWS - MARCH/APRIL 2026



Becanse

Jesus Lives...

March 2026

Dear Friend of Children,

As we approach Easter, we are reminded that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is not only a moment in history—it is a promise of new life that continues to transform
hearts today.

Recently, one of our children, Kinley, returned from a church retreat filled with excitement and wonder. As soon as she came home, she began asking all kinds of
questions about Jesus—Who He is, why He died, and what it means that He is alive. Her curiosity turned into heartfelt conversations with her house parents about
faith, forgiveness, and hope. Watching Kinley wrestle with these truths and begin to understand God'’s love has been a powerful reminder of the life-changing impact of
the Gospel.

This Easter, we celebrate that same resurrection power at work in children like Kinley. Because Jesus lives, children who have experienced uncertainty, loss, or hardship
can discover healing, purpose, and a future filled with hope. New life in Christ is not just a theological truth—it is something we see unfolding in real time in the lives of the
children and families we serve every day.

Your faithful generosity helps provide safe homes, loving caregivers, and Christ-centered guidance that allows children to ask big questions, encounter God'’s truth, and
grow in faith. You are part of every conversation about Jesus, every bedtime prayer, and every step toward healing and wholeness.

Thank you for helping Kinley and so many others experience the new life that comes through the risen Savior. Your support is more than a gift—it is an investment in
changed lives and eternal impact.

Because ives, there is hope for every child.

bved

David Jeffreys, Ph.
President & CEO

|

I _$100 _ $50 _ $25 Other$

| GIVE ONLINE AT

I NAME LBCH.ORG
ADDRESS PHONE ( ) or

| CITY STATE ZIP EMAIL Text the word “GIVE”
*Credit Card Info: Account No: Visa MC AmX Discover____ to 318-269-7440

I *Expiration Date: *Code: *Signature:

| (Optional): | would like to present my giftin ___memory of or ___honor of:
Please notify (honoree/relative):

I Address City State Zip

| __Send me info on how to become a monthly sponsor *Required for credit card processing __Send me your FREE Personal Estate Planner

Become a Monthly HOPEBuilder!

Monthly HopeBuilders: A Special Group of Heroes to Children in Need

Heroes protect the vulnerable, restore the broken, and bring hope in desperate
situations. Every child who has been neglected, abused, or abandoned needs a hero. Our
Monthly HopeBuilder program gives YOU the opportunity to be a hero to children in need.

When you become a “Monthly HopeBuilder,” you join a special group of people making
monthly investments in the lives of precious children, providing them with love, care, and
hope in Christ.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: Go to our website at LBCH.ORG and click on the GIVE NOW
button. Set up recurring monthly gifts (510 minimum) using Visa, MasterCard, Discover
Card, American Express, Debit Card, or E-Check. Simply put Monthly HopeBuilder in the
notes section. You may cancel your monthly donations at any time. It’s that easy! You may
also give by check. Simply put Monthly HopeBuilder on the memo line and mail to LBCH,
PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211. For more information, contact sarah@Ibch.org.
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HANCOCK RETIREMENT CELEBRATION

Friends, family members, colleagues, and ministry
partners gathered to celebrate a remarkable milestone in the
life of Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries—
the retirement of President and CEO Dr. Perry Hancock after 22
years of faithful leadership.

The afternoon was filled with laughter, memories, and
heartfelt gratitude as guests from many seasons of Dr. Hancock’s
life and ministry came together for a special reception honoring
him and his wife, Tonya. Stories highlighted not only his steady
leadership and vision but also his deep compassion for children
and families in need.

Several special presentations recognized the lasting legacy
the Hancocks have created. In honor of their love for serving
through the Compassion Center, a room within the center was
officially named the Hancock Volunteer Center. The space will
stand as a reminder of their heart for meeting the needs of
children and families.

Another highlight was the announcement of a scholarship
established in honor of Tonya Hancock, recognizing her
encouragement, service, and the many ways she has invested
in the lives of women through The Women’s Learning Center
and HomePlace.

Dr. Hancock expressed heartfelt gratitude for the many
people who have supported and walked alongside the ministry
over the years. Reflecting on the relationships that have shaped
his journey, he quoted Philippians: “l thank my God every time |
think of you,” and closed with his familiar sign-off: “Thank you,
thank you, thank you. God bless”

Though this chapter of leadership has come to a close,
the Hancocks’ connection to the ministry is far from over. They
plan to continue serving by volunteering at the Compassion
Center—a place especially close to their hearts.

The Beauty of a Guided Journey:

Megan'’s Story

We often hear that “life is a journey.” One step leads to another until, one day, you
look back and see just how far you've traveled. At the Women's Learning Center, we
believe those steps are best taken when they are ordered by the Lord.

This semester, our guiding light has been Isaiah 30:21: “Whether you turn to the
right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk
in it”” This promise assures us that God cares for every step of each woman who walks
through our doors.

A Path of Perseverance

We are so proud to introduce you to Megan. Her journey with us began in 2017
as a high school equivalency student. With hard work and dedication, she crossed
the stage with her diploma in 2019. Megan didn’t stop there. She immediately began
working toward her Child Development Associate (CDA) credential. She completed her
coursework and built her professional portfolio when the world changed in 2020. Due to
the pandemic, her daycare closed, and our classes were put on hold.

Developing Skills in the Quiet Moments

While it may have seemed like Megan's path had hit a dead end, God was moving her
in a different direction. She spent the next few years caring for her great-grandmother.
Though it wasn’t the career she planned, God used that season to deepen her heart for
service. Last summer, after her great grandmother’s passing, Megan returned to the
Center seeking direction. With courage and honesty, she told us, “I can’t keep living this
way. What can | do next?”

Leading by Example

Since re enrolling this past fall, Megan has become a source of encouragement
for her classmates. Having navigated lean times, she stepped into a leadership role by
teaching our class how to steward resources wisely. She has shared her budgeting

Alisha Clark

Executive Director,

Women'’s Learning Center

expertise, demonstrated how to make homemade products to stretch a dollar, and
taught others how to find the best sales. Her practical wisdom has empowered the
women in our program to make their own resources go further.

A New Chapter
Megan has been unstoppable. She has:
e Completed Paraprofessional training
¢ Passed the Paraprofessional Praxis exam
¢ Mastered North Star Digital Literacy training
¢ Polished her résumé and completed mock interviews

The path hasn’t always been easy, but the Lord has been with her for every step. As
Megan begins applying for jobs to start her new career in education, we ask that you join

us in prayer.

Please pray for an “open door” for Megan—that she finds the perfect place to share
the many gifts God has grown within her.

LEARNING CENTER

For more information call 318-307-7624
or email twlcmonroe@gmail.com
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An Answered Prayer:
Bringing Hope On and Off
Campus In Monroe

There are moments in ministry when the Lord’s work is so clear that all we can
say is, “This is an answered prayer.” Recently, we experienced one of those moments—
beautifully reflecting our heart through both on campus residential care and off campus
foster care.

A LANDING PLACE IN A TIME OF NEED

In September 2025, we launched a short term residential program on our Monroe
campus to serve as a temporary landing place for children entering care. When the
Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) faces an influx of children
and immediate foster homes are unavailable, our campus provides a safe, nurturing
environment until a permanent placement is identified. Psalm 68:6 reminds us that
“God sets the lonely in families.” Our desire is to live out that truth by ensuring no
child spends a night without safety, stability, and compassionate care while awaiting the
home God has prepared for them.

CONNECTING FAMILIES TO THE CALL

Through our Connectl1Child foster care and adoption ministry, we partner with
DCFS to help certify foster homes across the state. We walk with families through the
certification process and continue supporting them long after approval.
Recently, while awaiting final approval on a home study for a wonderful family, we
learned a young man in our short term residential program had been matched for
placement. Shortly afterward, that same Connect1Child family received a call about
their first placement.

What we discovered next felt like divine orchestration: the young man from our Bridges
of Hope program was being placed with that very family.

THE BEAUTY OF CONTINUITY AND CARE

Transitions in child welfare can be difficult. Often, when children leave our campus,
we don’t know where they are going or who will care for them next. We pray for them
and trust God with their future, but rarely do we remain connected.

Kamiron May
Foster Care and Adoption

Specialist

This time was different. Because of the connection between our on campus program
and off campus ministry, we were able to prepare this young man for his transition with
confidence. We knew the family, their heart, and their commitment to providing a Christ
centered, loving home. Instead of uncertainty, we could speak hope and excitement into
what could have been a challenging move. Proverbs 16:9 tells us, “In their hearts humans
plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” Watching this placement unfold
reminded us that while we work diligently to serve children and families, it is ultimately
the Lord who weaves the details together.

A CHRIST-CENTERED HOME

Perhaps the greatest comfort in this story is knowing the kind of home this young
man entered—one grounded in faith and led by parents who feel genuinely called to
foster care. As a ministry, we celebrate this placement and continue supporting the
family as they begin their journey. Our mission is not only to help place children in
homes, but to ensure those homes are prepared, supported, and rooted in Christ.

AN INVITATION TO BE PART OF THE STORY

The work happening on our Monroe campus and through Connect1Child across the
state demonstrates what can happen when the Body of Christ says “yes” to caring for
vulnerable children. James 1:27 teaches us that true religion is “to look after orphans
and widows in their distress.” Foster care is one of the ways we live out that calling
today.

If you are a foster family seeking support, or if you are exploring to become
certified, we would be honored to walk alongside you. Our Connect1Child Specialists
serve families statewide, guiding them through each step of the process and helping
them discern how they might faithfully step into the calling of foster care.

To learn more, visit Ibch.org and explore the Connectl1Child page to connect with a
specialist in your region.

Your “yes” could become the answered prayer for a child waiting for a home.
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Matt Hancock
Executive Director

Compassion for Kids Update
God Is Just Getting Started!

Compassion for Kids

Lives continue to be impacted through the ministry of Compassion For Kids! 2026 has started off with a
BANG! In just the first two months, we have given out over 3,500 food boxes to impoverished families. For a
bit of context, each and every one of those boxes is filled with about 20 Ibs of food, including dry goods, non-
perishables, fruits, vegetables, bread, and meat. We do our best to make sure that each family receives generous
portions of food!

In 2026, we have also handed out over 800 Bibles to clients (thanks to generous donations from Louisiana
Baptists!), 21,000 diapers, hundreds of pairs of children’s shoes, clothing, and other life essentials. We have
also recently crossed over a few milestones: over ONE MILLION LBS. OF FOOD...and over 1.5 MILLION DOLLARS
WORTH OF FOOD! These are incredible numbers that all point to three undeniable proofs — God LOVES these
dear people. He has NOT forgotten or abandoned them. He is providing their needs DAILY.

Our staff and volunteers are humbled that He has chosen US and our ministry partners
around the state at this time to help meet these needs, and to change lives. One lady who
recently received a brand new Bible put it to her lips, kissed it, and excitedly said, “This is even
better than the food!” As believers, we know Jesus is the Bread of Life...and now impoverished
families are not only hearing that message...the proof of it is being placed in their hands.

Thank you Louisiana Baptists for your prayers and support! If you haven’t already, please
come visit The Compassion Center to see with your own eyes what God is doing! We would love
to give you a tour and we would love to get you plugged in as volunteers! God is doing powerful

work here...and HE IS JUST GETTING STARTED!

One Cold Day Does Not

Cancel Spring

Kevin Richard
Director
Granberry Counseling
Centers

The transition from winter to spring in Louisiana grows more elusive each year.
Daily shifts between warmth and chill, drought and downpour—even the occasional
ice storm—Ileave us wondering whether we’ve made any real progress toward spring.
Farmers and gardeners hesitate, unsure whether to plow, plant, or wait. Without a
calendar marking the first official day of spring, the season might pass us by. At times,
we may feel entrenched in winter’s grip, yet the calendar reassures us that steady
movement toward a blossoming spring is underway. Thank God for calendars that
faithfully track our progress when our senses cannot.

The journey of personal change and behavioral transformation often unfolds in
a similar fashion. Progress rarely moves in a straight line; rather, fluctuation often
marks the journey—warmth followed by chill, clarity followed by confusion.

Rodney and Joyce sat across from me during their sixth counseling session.
Both were devoted Christians who served faithfully in their church. Known for their
compassion, steadiness, and generosity, they carried others’ burdens with grace.
Ironically, behind closed doors, those strengths seemed to vanish. Sharp words
replaced tenderness, and criticism became habitual. When confronted, each denied
the intensity or intent of their behavior. Even so, both sincerely desired the Lord to
change them from the inside out. They struggled to understand how they could show
such patience and kindness to others yet respond to one another—the person they
loved most—with impatience and insensitivity.

After several sessions, clarity began to dawn. The “light bulb” moment arrived,
and with it came noticeable shifts in behavior. Over the following weeks, both
acknowledged meaningful change. Then came session six. They entered visibly tense
and distant, having just argued over their differences in driving styles. Rodney sank
into his chair, threw up his hands, and declared, “You see? Right back to square one
already. That didn’t take long!” Joyce quickly echoed his frustration: “All that mushy
niceness for nothing. | knew | should have stood my ground!” In that moment, they
genuinely believed they had made no progress at all. At times like this, it is important
to remember: our feelings are real, but they may be inaccurate.

After guiding them through a calming conversation, | invited them to reflect
on the tangible changes they had experienced over the previous six weeks. Using
the Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy framework as a kind of therapeutic map
and calendar, we traced their journey together—from patterns marked by relational

coldness toward increasing warmth and responsiveness. Yes, they had experienced
a setback. But it was one frigid day, not a complete return to winter. Viewed against
the larger landscape of their progress, it became clear they were not back at the
beginning. They were six weeks healthier, six weeks more aware, and significantly
further from relational fracture than when they first entered counseling.

One of the essential roles of our Granberry therapists is helping clients identify
and challenge cognitive distortions—the mistaken belief that a single misstep erases
meaningful growth. When discouragement overshadows progress, we gently guide
clients back to truth. John wrote in John 16:13 that the Holy Spirit guides us into all
truth. With His help, our Christian counselors seek to do the same, assisting clients in
discerning what is accurate rather than what merely feels true in the moment.

Jesus came to give us new birth—a transition from a season of death to a season
of eternal life. At times, though, we may feel we have returned to square one or even
to our season of lostness. Christ, however, is the one who keeps us in our season
of eternal life because of His death and resurrection. It is His gift of salvation that
makes us righteous. Our prayer as Granberry counselors is that the Holy Spirit would
work through us, empowering clients to embrace the Lord’s truth. For His truth
heals, restores, and leads us—and our relationships—out of winter’s death into His
beautiful, blossoming springtime.

—

GRANBERRY COUNSELING
CENTERS

318-345-8200
Statewide Locations
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Jonann Byargeon
Director of HomePlace

‘' HomePlace

Wi W

HomePlace survived the ice storm! Everyone was very creative and worked extremely hard to provide continuous care for our families. The days were difficult, but
everyone remained faithful to the ministry.

The campus has many large live oak trees. A small fern grows on these trees, commonly called the resurrection
fern. The resurrection fern does not damage the trees in any way. When there is rain or moisture in the atmosphere,
it becomes a beautiful green color. But when there is a lack of moisture, it turns brown. The resurrection fern is
revived after rain or extreme humidity.

The campus trees are still standing after losing limbs due to the ice storm. On the branches are the resurrection
ferns as well. It is a simple picture of the ministry of HomePlace. Families enter HomePlace hoping for a chance to
thrive. The staff stand ready to assist them as they begin to rebuild their lives. Here are some comments from our
residents when asked, “What is your life like now that you are in HomePlace?”

Women'’s Responses:

Tiffany: “Since coming, my life feels safe. I'm able to start building on a firm foundation; I'm able to breathe now.
| have gotten a fresh start. | feel the love of Christ from everyone who is involved in this program. | can now see a
hope and a future that | know comes from following Christ. I'm learning how to be an independent woman with
help from my cottage manager and my case worker. They pour into me on a daily basis. I’'m beyond thankful.”

Sana: “HomePlace has given me structure, support, and accountability, and it’s helped me grow into a stronger,
more stable mother while creating a fresh start for our future.”

Chelsea: “Stress-free and weights lifted as | continue to meet all of my goals!”

Macy: “My life now has more peace since coming to HomePlace! I'm able to spend more time growing my
relationship with Christ. | have been able to save for my future without financial stress and am currently working
towards my goals! This place has been one of my biggest blessings!”

Children’s Responses:
Elysia: “l have a roof over my head, and | have love from my mom and Ms. Toni (cottage manager).”

Edrick: “I have my own bed and | made new friends.” Kayson: I'm happy and safe now.

Ironically, the ice storm that hit north Louisiana was named “Fern.” It is a great reminder that God is still in control during ice storms and all the storms we encounter.
If He provides for simple ferns growing on trees, how much more He provides for His children.

For more information on the HomePlace Ministry, please visit www.lbch.org or call us at 318.343.4445.

FREE 2026 VAGATION BIBLE SGHOOL NAMETAGS

We would like to be a part of your Vacation Bible School and help shine a light on Jesus!
| \ We are offering the following at no cost

to Louisiana Baptist churches
MY NAME IS: to help with your event:

e Nametags with cords (While they last!)

¢ Children’s Home speakers to share our story
at your VBS

e LBCH videos that tell the Children’s Home
Story

¢ Children’s Home campus tours

Contact us today at 318.343.2244
or sarah@Ibch.org

- [_ S ._;f: _] >
LOUISIANABARTIST CHILDREN'S HOME’8. FAMILY. MINISTRIES

ORDER NOW!
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MEMORIALS

January 21 - March 11, 2026

REBA AINSWORTH
Kenny & Connie Cox
RODNEY KEITH ALLEN
Mike & Melissa Epler
KENNETH ANDERSON
Imon & Onita Jones
Jennie & Ray Pass, Jr.
SHAREE ANIKA
Mildred Everett & Families
DEBORAH & DARREN
ARMISTEAD
Albert Sidney Armistead
EARNEST L. (ERNIE)
ARMSTRONG
Cecile Armstrong Herron,
Georgia Armstrong Bryan,
Mac Armstrong, & Bruce &
Debbie Armstrong Spann
John D. & Karen Crigler
KENNY ARMSTRONG
Robert & Janet Armstrong
RUSSELL ALAN AUSTIN
John & Angie Alford
BROOK BAILEY
Ruby Jane Bailey
JOHN G. BALSAMO, SR.
Randy & Brian Russell &
Employees of RMC
LANA BARKER
Holloway Family
TEDDY RAY BASCO
Kenny & Leslie Smelley
MICHELLE LADAWN BASS
Robert & Janet Armstrong
SCOTT BEESON
David Mercer
DONALD GENE BENNETT, JR.
Pat & Joan Hollis
GREGORY S. BIVIN, Il
Rosalie Bivin
CHERYL BODDEN
Patricia Pendergraft
David & Lisa Barnes
SARAH MARGARET “TUT”
BOLTON
Balfour Pipes
Travis & Rogenia Walker
Mike & Crystal Barras
Jenny Lou Bird
MARTIN W. BOSSALLER
Kenneth W. Bossaller
BILLIE JO BOUGHTON
Herman & Camilla Grant
Alice J. Carson
Melissa & Mike Smith
Mark & Ann Fields
Charlotte E. Sims
Dhu & Mary Ellen
Thompson
TERESA BRAZZEL
Delroy & Diane Cox
AUDIE BROWN
Jan Norris & Madeleine
Hamm
Dr. Clarice Fluitt
CLAIRE BROWN
Michael & Judith Mayer
Callie W. Parkman
JIMMY “RUSTY” BRUMFIELD
Freddie S. Tourne’
RONNIE BRUMMERLOH
Jennie & Ray Pass, Jr.
JOHN (TUTTIE) BUNDY

Mildred Thomas
HOLLY DANIEL BUTCHER
Senior Ladies Class, FBC
St. Francisville
DELIA ANN (DEE) BUTLER
Joy & Bud Robinson
Sharon Ford
Jan & Richard Eberts
James & Jacqueline
Braddock
VERNON D. BUTLER
Sybil Butler
NOI CAMPBELL
Joan R. Shows
KAY CANNON
Carolyn Sue Buckley
SADIE MAE CARSON
Mike & Beverly Stone
VIRGINIA CARVER
Joyce Leihr
M&M W. C. HEARNE &
THEIR CHILDREN
United Methodist
Foundation of LA
CARYL CHURCH
Michael & Gayla Huff
WESLEY CLARK
Mike & Beverly Stone
FRANCIS RAY CLOUD
Hope Class, Feliciana BC
GLADYS CLOUD
New Ramah BC, Castor
MARGARET COLE
Sandy & Boyd Parker
LEONARD & LOUISE
COLEMAN
Dennis & Cindy Coleman
EARL COLLIER
Linda Dowies
JANICE COUTEE
Judy & Joe Freeman
Thelma & Bryan Walker
PHILIP A. COX
Ron & Phyllis Calk
THELMA COX
Alice J. Carson
SALLY R. CRAIG
Katherine Rowe
CHICO CRAVENS
Jan Norris & Madeleine
Hamm
ELIZABETH (LIBBY) NORRED
CROUCH
L.L. “Bill” Crouch
Mary Barr
CHARLOTTE JAQUETTA DAILEY
Andy & Anna Payne
JAMES CURTIS DAVIS
Pat H. Santifer
WINFRED & VIVIAN DAY
Win & Beverly Day
BRUCE DESADIER
Ladies Class, New Ebenezer
BC
LUCILLE DEWITT
Jennie & Ray Pass, Jr.
Cecile Lites
DONNIE
Malcolm Taylor
DR. EMILY (EMMY) SMITH
DOUGHTY
Ted & Amy Kincannon
David & Cheryl Milam

SANDRA DEE DROST

Wendell & Sue Drost
BONNIE DUMAS

Ronnie & Charlotte Tisdale
CHERYLL PERKINS EDWARDS

Lyle Ross
BARBARA WHITTINGTON
EDWARDS

Ann Massey
EUGENE EDWARDS

M&M Walter Dorroh. Jr.
JEANETTE EMFINGER

John & Flo Ferrington
CHARLES ALBERT ENTERKIN

Sonny Ferguson Family

Catherine Dodd
CHARLES (CHARLIE)
FERGUSON

Teresa Ferguson
MARGIE FERGUSON

Sandra Hallmark
STEVE (PAPA) FLEMING

Danny & Peggy Griffin
MURRAY FONTENQOT, JR.

Sandy & Boyd Parker
GUY WILLIAM “G.W.”
FRANTOM, JR.

Brad & Marsha Ellerbe
STEVE FRIDAY

June W. Matheny
HELEN FRYER

Jeffrey & Donna

Burgess
ELIZABETH ANN “MEM”
FUTRELL

Anonymous

Rodger & Rebecca

Anderson
BRUCE GASPARD

Al & Susan Stevens
DARLENE GAUDET

Glynn & Dorene Billiot
RAE NELL GIBSON

Mike & Tammy Burton
CAROL JEAN GILL

Renee’ & Paul Melancon
MAIDA WIMBERLY GRAY

Al & Dottie Cathey
ROBIN GREEN

Jerry & Tresha Glover
DELORIS GRIFFIN

Ronald & Carol Depew
MARY LOU RITCHIE GROS

Delbert & Cynthia Johnson
BOBBY DEAN GUIN, SR.

Ladies Class, New Ebenezer

BC

Virginia & Chad Bogan
SCOTT GUINN

Jeanie & Jerry Ryan
PATTY HARMON

Ronald & Carol Depew
JIMMIE HAYES

Danny & Joy Guillory
MINNIE BELLE HEBERT

Nieda Paylor, Jennifer, &

Vanessa
JOE HENDERSON

Billy R. Davis
CHAD HERRON

Gerald Thomas & Jan

Sanders
DARLENA HICKS

Pat & Linda Loftus
AUBREY HODGE
Robert & Janet Armstrong
JESSIE LEE HOFFPAUIR, JR.
Madeline Dore’
STEVE EUGENE HOLLEY
Andy & Anna Payne
ERMA HUDSON
Dolora & Tommy Gregory
NEVA IVEY
Marcus & Sue Paul
Russell & Sharon Wright
DR. JAMES “JIMBO” JACKSON
Michael & Debbie Boone
ANITA JARRELL
Gene Ford
MARLENE JOHNSON
Lavonne West
MARY ETHEL GILL JOHNSON
Mitchell & Gail Sumrall
ELAINE BROOKS JOINER
Eastvue BC
SHEILA JOYNER
Ladies Class, New Ebenezer
BC
CLYDE JEWEL KENNEDY
Larry & Pat Mizell
MARTHA KEOUN
Billy & Janell Windham
BILLY HOWARD KIDD
Larry & Norma Hock
Rodger & Rebecca
Anderson
MAGGIE KIRK
Sharon Sammons
BOB KOSTELKA
M&M Rowland Perry
KYLER LACY
Louis R. Cooper
ALLEN LAIRD
John & Joan Laird
ANN LAIRD
John & Joan Laird
GENE LAIRD
John & Joan Laird
RUBY JEANETTE LEWIS LAIRD
John & Joan Laird
FRED LAMB
Lydia Cl Class
JAMES “COACH” LANIER
Mildred Carson
GRACE LEE
Mary Lee Ligon & Joan
Charles Lee
DON LEWIS
Earl & Ann Forrest
MARY “JOJO” LEWIS
Dennis & Tammy Foster
PATRICIA LEWIS
Kenny & Leslie Smelley
LISA MAGEE
Mike & Beverly Stone
MARGARET SMITH MAGEE
Randall Tate
LYTLE “SNOW” & HILDRED
MATKINS
Jack & Theresa W. Skeen
JANET MAXWELL
Kathy Strickland, Lori
& Bobby Bennett, Jan
Brooks, Tami Strozier, &
Terrye Shackelford
Casey Collins & Grace

Memorial gifts are received in thoughtful tribute to the memory of a relative,
friend or loved one. Names of deceased persons are printed in all caps
followed by the names of those making the memorial gifts.

Nickels
Mary Talbot

NANCY MAYNOR
Ted & Amy Kincannon
Newt & Linda Briggs

WILLIAM THOMAS (TOM)

MCCANDLISH, SR.

Barbara McCandlish

KARLA MCCANDLISH MCCOY
Barbara McCandlish

DIXIE MCDOWELL
John & Brenda Parsons

VERLA MAE BURLESON

MICALE
Kyle Mitch Waddell, Sr. &
Brenda Waddell
Richard, Sandra, Jason, &
Emily Bottrell
Elwyn & Hazel Holloway

CAROL ANN MILLER
Jackie Miller Moreau

PERCY “PJ” MILLER
Jackie Miller Moreau

ELIZABETH “LIZ” ANN HOLLEY

MIMS
Dr. Ted Mims

DR. GARY MIRTS
Sharon O’Neal

FRED MONROE
Gene Ford

DR. CHARLES LAWRENCE

“LARRY” NEAL
Jonann W. Byargeon

RUTH HORTON NOLAN
The Slay Small Group
Maggie Martin

DOUGLAS O’'BANNON
Randy & Debbie Hood

NORMA DELL OLINDE
Sandra & Jodie Perry,
Ronda Farrar, Rachel &
Mike McKenzie

JUDY A. ORR
Mike & Tammy Burton
Billy & Janell Windham

CLAUDINE OSBORNE
Gay Gustafson

EMILIE ANN OSTENDORF
Sam W. Smith, Jr.

VALDA RUSHING PARKER
Chuck & Karen Cruse
Price Landing Hunting Club

PATTY M. PENDERGRASS
Faye Green
James & Arlene Tucker
Terry E. Wells
Mike & Tammy Burton

PATSY PENNEL
Margot Martin & Robyn
Lea

ROY PHARIS
Gene Woodard & Glen
Woodard
Lou Ann & Jerry Smith

RUSSELL “RUSTY” E. PHELPS
John & Vickie Sandiferd
M&M Tandy E. Jackson, Il
Sam & Marsha
Holland

TOMMY PHILLIPS
Dolora & Tommy Gregory

FRANK & JANICE POULOS
Nick & Frank Poulos
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BETTY PRINCE
Tues. Morning Ladies BS,
Eastwood BC
BETTY PRINCE
M&M Mike Stockton
Joan R. Shows
VEDA PRUITT
Dolora & Tommy Gregory
VERDA REEVES
Gregg & Karen Richardson
CAROL REMY
Kenneth W. Bossaller
Fred & Diane Franklin
MARY GENE RHODES
The Reeves Girls - Carol,
Laura, & Lisa
NATHANIEL PAUL RHODES
Danny & Joy Guillory
REV. DON ROBERTS
Dondra Fuller
LOLA ROGERS

Roy & Jeanette Witherington

Rob & Jennifer Soper
Betty Sisson
TRENTON ROGERS
Freddie & Susan Huffman
GAYNELL M. LEJEUNE ROSTEET
Frederick A. Rosteet
BOB & JAN SALLEY
Cecile Lites
CHERYL SANCHEZ
Roy & Lorna Townsend
GLORIA JEAN SANDERS
Bill & Sally Tilley & Sons
JOEL SANDERS
Helen Bossaller
CHARLENE SANDIFER
Jennie & Ray Pass, Jr.
ELIZABETH SAULS
Michael & Jeanette Jones
Lorita Booker
Sandra & Reggie David
Charlene Massey
JANICE SAVAGE
Terry Hicks
FREDA SCHEXNEIDER
Sandy & Boyd Parker
KEVIN SEAGRAVES
John & Vickie Sandiferd
LINDA SEEGERS
Jennie & Ray Pass, Jr.
SHERRY LYNN SHELTON
John R. Frantom
CLARA A. SKINNER
Dewayne & Clara Elizabeth
Martin
BARBARA SLACK
Bob & JoAnn Hines
MARY KITTY SMITH
Richard & Laney Heusel
CHARLIE SMITH

Alice J. Carson
JAMES SMITH

Steve Smith
PATTIE BERRY SMITH

Steve Smith
LOUIS SNETHEN

Baker & Jackie Boyd
JERRY SPENCER

Jim Thomasee Family
REEVES SPOON

Penny & Monty Montcalm
JANEL STEPHENS

Woodlawn BC Cl Coed 6

Gene & Sara Shelburne
J. W. STINE

Sandy & Boyd Parker
HOWARD & OMEGA STRAHAN

Jan Norris & Madeleine

Hamm

Omega Strahan Leslie
CAROL JEAN STRITTMAN

Mike & Beverly Stone
GLENDA STUBBS

Rita & David Hancock
DORIS TARVER

Gene Ford
EMMITT RAY TATUM

Robert & Janet Armstrong
LEE TAYLOR

Marjorie Miller
DIANN THOMAS

Bobby & Yvonne Fowler

Lacy & Blake Biggers

Pamela Rallinson

Heather Long

Kayla Ingram
DON TIPPIT

Glenda White Love Class
EULA TOWNSEND

Barbara T. Meroney
LOUISE TRAHAN

Jenny Lou Bird
NAN TRAHAN

Sandy & Boyd Parker
GARY TRAYLOR

Michael, Laura, & Layton
Pruitt, & Caitlin Dixon
CHRIS TURNER

Don & Faye Catron
DON TURNER

Roy & Jeanette Witherington

JAMES “). L” LEMAR VINCENT
Sandy & Boyd Parker

JOSEPH (JOE) ALLEN WADDELL,

JR.
Kaye Lynch & Ricky Barron
Mike & Leesa Rosenzweig
Scott & Jennifer Barron
Michelle & Eddie Morgan
Annette & Steve White
Bailey & Lori Baynham

Dona & Kevin Halbert
Lisa & Ross Nelson
Kevin & Lisa Smith
Tim & Leslie Quinn
Melinda & Greg Barro
Paul & Donna Ingram
David & Pam Dethloff
Charlotte & John Hayter
Chris & Cindy Johnson
L. Lindsey
Dana & Joey Milner
John & Sarah Luster
JLN Properties, LP
Tom & Vicki Tarwater
Gregg & Julie Bennett
Terry Davis
ALBERT VAN “A. T." WALKER
Buckley Sisters
FATHER OF KAREN WARREN
Frieda Loewer Thomas
BARBARA WATSON
Jan & Tom Miller
NANCY WATSON
Judy & Joe Freeman
JEFFREY W. WELLBORN
Louann McHaffey’s BSG
ERNEST C. WHITE, SR.
Sandra Hallmark
MOLLIE WHITE
Sandra Hallmark
DONALD R. WHITFIELD, SR
Sandra Hallmark
JERRY WHITLOCK
Ann Massey
BEN EDWARD WILLIAMS
Prentis & Martha Anderson
GARY WILLIAMS
David & Lisa Barnes
ROSEMARY WILLIAMS
WOW Class, Barksdale BC
SHIRLEY WILLIAMS
Linda Dowies
Ricky & Becky Mestayer
PATRICK WILLIAMSON
Earl & Ann Forrest
VIRGIL WILLIAMSON
Larry & Ludie Reynolds
JOY L. WILSON
Mark & Leah Wilson
GLEN WOODARD
Gym Family
Bill & Judy, Marc & Gena,
Kyra & family
Caran Shaheen & Family
Carl & Brenda Vige
Raymond & Susan Prejean
Steven & Kathy Singley
MARGARET WYNN
Frankie & Alita Wynn
D&M DONALD ZIMMERMAN
Billy & Gayle Murray

Memorial and Honor Gifts Donation Form...

Enclosed is $

agiftin Honor of or ___Memory of (check one)

HONORS

Honor gifts are received in thoughtful tribute
of a relative, friend or loved one. Names of
honorees are printed in all caps followed by
the names of those making the honor gifts.

January 21 - March 11, 2026

JUDY BELL

Kathy & Scott Hart
SHARON BURKETT

Kathy & Scott Hart
DON BYRNES & BYRNES MECHANICAL

Donald Turner
NATHAN CARLOCK

M&M Lamar Tarver
DR. MARK CASSIDY

Drs. Camile P. Gaspard
TIM DOUSAY

Eva Deil Mabry
SARAH DUNCAN

M&M Lamar Tarver
SHARON HAHLER

M&M Lamar Tarver
DR. PERRY HANCOCK

Karen Sanders
D&M PERRY HANCOCK

Jonann W. Byargeon
DAWN HERBERT

M&M Lamar Tarver
LISA JAMES

Drs. Camile P. Gaspard
DR. DAVID JEFFREYS

Richard & Paulette Counce
GRACE LONG

Harold & Patricia Brumley
BARBARA MARSHALL

Seekers’ Sunday Cl
MARIE MASSON

Lisa & Mark Domzalski
ROBERT A. MATHENY

June W. Matheny
DR. DANIEL MOORE

M&M Lamar Tarver
DAN MORRIS

M&M Lamar Tarver
JAY RUSSELL

Kathy & Scott Hart
CHAD & CHANDLER STEIN

Wayne & Valery Stein

Please Notify: (Honoree/Relative)

Address

City

Address

City

State ZIP
State ZIP ___Send me your FREE
*Credit Card Info: Account No: Visa__ MC___ AmX____ Discover Personal Estate
Planner

*Expiration Date:

*Code: *Signature:

* Required for credit card processing

I
I
I
I
I
I Given By: (Donor's Name)
I
I
I
I
I

___Send me info on how
to become a monthly
sponsor
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Join Us in Making a Difference in the Lives
of Children and Families

Cottage Parents

(Full-time positions available in Monroe)

Social Workers

(Part-time positions available in Shreveport. Full-time position

available in Alexandria, LMSW or LCSW required)

Please send resume to: Cindy Smith at csmith@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Cottage Manager
(HomePlace)

(Part-time positions in Monroe)

Please send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at jonann@Ibch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Associate Director of
Child and Family Services

(Full-time position in Monroe)

Please send resume to: David Jeffreys at david@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

www.lbch.org
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A Publication of Your Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Minis-
tries is a faith-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to providing love, care, and hope in Christ for
children and families in need. Established in 1899, the
Children’s Home is an agency of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention and is governed by a 17-member board of
trustees elected by the Convention to serve three-year
terms on a rotating basis.

The Children’s Home receives no state or federal
funding for the care of children. Approximately 56% of
all funding comes from individuals and churches. 25% of
funding goes to administrative costs; 75% goes to direct
ministry services; 7% of funding comes from payment of
services.

Our major service areas include: Residential Child
Care for Children ages 5-17; HomePlace Residential
Family Care for Homeless Children and Mothers; Wom-
en’s Learning Center providing job and life skills training
and certified HiSET preparation and testing; Granberry
Counseling Centers with 11 statewide locations; Con-
nect1Child Foster Care & Adoption Ministries; and Or-
phans Embrace International.

Our dedicated Christian ministry team strives to of-
fer the highest quality of services. Services are provided
without regard to race, gender, religion, or ability to pay.

HomeNews (ISSN 1094-3587) is published seven
times a year in February, March, May, July,
September, November, and December by Louisiana
Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries
7200 DeSiard Street, Monroe, LA 71203-3954

Subscriptions: Complimentary
Postmaster:
Periodicals postage paid at Monroe, LA and
additional mailing offices.
Send address corrections to: HomeNews,
P.O. Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211-4196

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home
& Family Ministries
7200 DeSiard Street, Monroe, LA 71203
318.343.2244 « www.lbch.org
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